Town of Thompson's Station
Parks Board
Meeting Agenda
November 13, 2018
Meeting Called To Order
New Business:
1. Approval Of Minutes
Documents:
OCTOBER 2 2018 MINUTES.PDF
2. Preservation Park Improvements
Update on the under grounding of electricity and bathroom construction.

3. Preservation Park Signage

Heritage Foundation grant for signage through the park.
Documents:
PRESERVATION PARK SIGNAGE.PDF
TRAILS ROI DRAFT PDF.PDF
WHA_LYNCHBURG - DESMOND DOSS 2_PROOF.PDF
ALEXANDRIA 2018.PDF
FORT GRANGER - WALKING TOUR.PDF
FORT GRANGER 4.PDF
HAMPTON KATHERINE JOHNSON.PDF
4. TAP Grant
Application submitted for an east-west greenway/trail through Canterbury.
5. Budget Report
Documents:
2018 PARKS BUDGET NOV MTG.PDF
Adjourn

This meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. at the Community Center
1555 Thompson’s Station Road West

Minutes of the Meeting
of the Municipal Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
of the Town of Thompson ’s Station, Tennessee
October 2 , 2018
Call to Order:
The meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board of the Town of Thompson's Station was called
to order at 6:00 p.m. on the 2nd day of October 2018 at the Thompson’s Station Community Center with
the required quorum. Members, aldermen and staff in attendance were: Chairman Jim VanVleet; Vice
Chairman David Coleman; Board Member Sheila Shipman; Board Member Layla Bell. Alderman Brian
Stover and Board Member Kreis White were unable to attend.
New Business:
1. Approval of Minutes. The minutes of the August 7, 2018 meeting were presented.
After discussion, Commissioner Coleman moved to accept the minutes as presented. The motion
was seconded and carried by all.
2. Quotes for undergrounding electricity. Mrs. Deats presented the quotes for the undergrounding
and recommended the lowest quote.
Board Member Bell made a motion to approve the quote. The motion was seconded and carried
by all present.
3. Quotes for Bathroom Construction. Mrs. Deats presented approval of low quote for the bathroom
construction at Preservation Park.
Board Member Coleman made a motion to approve the lowest quote for bathroom construction.
The motion was seconded and carried by a vote by all.
Adjourn.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

_______________________________
Jim Van Vleet, Chairman

Drew A. Gruber
Executive Director
757-378-5462
executivedirector@civilwartrails.org

Chris D. Brown
Program Administrator
757-378-5462
administrator@civilwartrails.org

Civil War Trails: By the Numbers
About Us

• Civil War Trails, Inc., is a non-profit initiative founded in 1994 oﬀering more than than 1,550 sites in
Virginia, Maryland, West Virginia, North Carolina and Tennessee.
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• More than 750 of our sites are being interpreted for the first time.
• More than 800 partners (state tourism oﬃces, DOTs, destination marking organizations,
chambers, businesses, museums, etc.) support and promote the program on a daily basis.
• Civil War Trails is governed by a board of directors from from each state.
• We publish 15 map/guide brochures that are distributed directly to consumers and at state
and local welcome centers, attractions, and amenities.
About Our Visitors
• Travelers who visit Civil War sites stay longer and spend more than average travelers.
• An average travel party size is between two and three.
• Our average guest stays 50% longer than other travelers averaging between 2-5 days.
• More than 30% spent between $250-$750 during their trip with 20% spending over $1,000
• Our average guest spent 1/4 of their budget on food and beverage, and 1/3 on lodgings.
• More than 75% of our guests also enjoyed a state park, beach, camping, hiking, etc.
• More than 30% of our guests also enjoyed fine dining, wineries, breweries, etc.
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About 2017
• We welcomed 196 new partners and sites to the program.
• We launched our new website with 15 printer ready maps for hoteliers.
• We maintained, repainted, repaired, or replaced over 175 interpretive and directional signs.
• We promoted Civil War Trails at 23 consumer trade shows resulting in 1,467 individual leads.
• We distributed over a quarter million pieces of Trails literature both domestically and abroad.
• Wrote or contributed to over a dozen articles, blogs, and periodicals including a regular
column in America’s Civil War magazine.
About 2018 (So Far!)
• We are in talks with stakeholders about expanding the program into additional states.
• We have 44 new sites under development and review across all five states.
• We have led discussions about linking together Revolutionary War and Civil Rights sites.
• We are designing new marketing campaigns that will be launched in 2018.

ALEXANDRIA IN THE CIVIL WAR
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“Alexandria is ours!”

View of Alexandria from Shuter’s Hill, which is to your left.
In the foreground is the camp of the 44th New York Infantry.
King Street, which is visible in this photo, is directly in front of you.
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“Alexandria is ours,” declared Col. Orlando Wilcox of the 1st Michigan
Infantry as his regiment captured the city on the morning of May 24, 1861,
one day after Virginia officially left the Union. Due to its strategic location
on the Potomac River just south of Washington, D.C., Alexandria and the
commanding heights around you were quickly seized, fortified, and would
remain under Union control through late 1865.
Alexandria’s transformation from a small seaport town to military
garrison took its toll on the city. Two-thirds of the population fled. Large
private homes, churches, and other public buildings were “requisitioned” to
support the Union military operations. The city became headquarters for
the U.S. Military Railroad and
one of the largest Union army
hospital centers. Alexandria also
became a safe haven for those
escaping from slavery, resulting
in a refugee crisis.
Today, many buildings
of the Civil War era remain
standing. To begin exploring
Old Town Alexandria, turn right
Union officers pose in front of Gadsby’s Tavern.
Can you find this site? Stand in their footsteps,
and march down King Street
snap a photo, and create some history of your own.
All photographs courtesy Library of Congress
towards the Visitors Center.

CivilWarTrails.org
#civilwartrails

FORT GRANGER
H H H
Walking Tour Introduction

Map of Franklin, Ft. Granger, and army camps, by Samuel S. Boyd
Images courtesy Boyd Family Papers, Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley

CivilWarTrails.org

Welcome to Fort Granger. The fort’s position
campaign around Tullahoma. This photograph
atop Figuers Bluff allowed the Union army to
of Co. C was taken before May 9, 1864. Maj.
command the town of Franklin as well as the
William A. Boyd, who is in the photograph,
road and railroad that served Nashville. The
died soon after being wounded on May 9 in the
84th Indiana Infantry was among the regiments
fighting north of Atlanta, Georgia. Surgeon
that improved and manned the fort. The unit
Samuel S. Boyd, his brother, survived him.
arrived here from Nashville early in March
The City acquired the property from
1863 and camped beyond the fort and railroad.
private owners to save it from development,
The following month, Dr. Samuel S. Boyd, the
and Fort Granger was listed on the National
regimental surgeon, drew this invaluable map.
Register of Historic Places in 1973. Enjoy
It shows the locations of headquarters, military
the 14-acre park, interpretive signs, sites,
and “contraband” camps, and other nearby
and sounds. Please stay on the path to help
earthworks. Boyd resigned on March 23, 1865.
us preserve these fragile earthworks.
Within a few
weeks of the 84th’s arrival,
it lost men to sickness.
The healthier soldiers
patrolled the countryside,
guarding crossroads
and skirmishing with
Confederate raiders. By
June, the 84th had been
Co. C, 84th Indiana Infantry, with Maj. William Boyd, standing, far right
transferred south to

FORT GRANGER
From Slaves to Soldiers

Contraband man – Courtesy Library of Congress

On March 24, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln told Tennessee Military Governor Andrew Johnson, “The colored
population is the great available, and yet unavailed of,
force for restoring the Union.” In September 1863, Johnson gave permission to Maj. George Stearns to recruit free
blacks and contrabands as soldiers. As part of securing
emancipation, enslaved recruits were freed on enlistment.
From late 1863 to the war’s end, Tennessee’s 20,133
United States Colored Troops (USCT) served in almost
every military engagement across the state. Dozens of
men from Williamson and Maury Counties mustered in at
Franklin, and several became part of Co. A, 13th USCT.
Before being mustered out in 1866, at least 5,107 USCT
casualties suffered death, disease, and capture in Tennessee. At least 290 of these men were born in Franklin and
Williamson County with most serving in the infantry, a
few in cavalry, and roughly fifty in artillery units.
Former slave owners grappled with the reality of
slaves as soldiers. Moscow Carter, of the Carter House,
wrote to his younger brother Tod in March 1864, “We have
for the first time during the Federal occupancy, of this town,
a corps of n____ soldiers, or as I heard a soldier call them
the other day, ‘smoked Yankees’ quartered in this vicinity.

www.franklin-gov.com

I think there is a company yet
—though I understand it will
be increased to a regiment.”
The 17th USCT, organized in Nashville in December 1863, also had Williamson
County recruits. It performed
guard duty at various posts,
including Franklin, until
November 1864. On DecemTwo USCTs – Library of Congress
ber 17–19, this unit, along with
other USCT regiments, fought the remnants of Confederate Gen. John B. Hood’s army as it moved southward after
the Battle of Nashville. As U.S. quartermasters searched
for Federal dead following the war, two unknown soldiers
identified as members of Co. K, 17th USCT, were buried at
Carter’s Hill in December 1864.
Williamson Co. 1860 slave census
Tennessee State Library & Archives

DR. KATHERINE G. JOHNSON
“When Computers Wore Skirts”

D

r. Katherine G.
Johnson was
born in White
Sulphur Springs, West
Virginia, on August 26,
1918, the youngest of
four siblings. She began
school in the second
grade when she was
four, and loved to learn
Johnson, graduation day,
and “counted everyWest Virginia State College
thing.” At fourteen, she Courtesy Johnson Family
entered West Virginia State College, where a
professor suggested that she become a research
mathematician. She
graduated Magna Cum
Laude at eighteen
with degrees in mathematics and French,
then broke gender and
racial barriers as one
of three African American graduate students
who integrated West
Johnson and siblings
Courtesy Johnson Family
Virginia University.

In 1953, Johnson joined NACA/NASA,
where she worked as a “human computer” in an
all-female group performing calculations for
space flights. As a Principal Research Mathematician, she calculated precise orbits and trajectories for the historic orbits of Alan Sheppard
and the first flights to and from the moon.
Astronauts Neil Armstrong and John Glenn were
said to have requested her calculations to verify
those of early computers. Her math skills were
legendary. As a computer “when computers wore
skirts,” Johnson’s assertiveness led her to ask to
sit in meetings with the male engineers. Her
mathematical ability and trademark precision
secured her position in
design meetings that
previously had been
all-white and all-male.
A Hampton resident since 1957, Johnson is a wife, mother
Johnson at NASA – Courtesy NASA
of three daughters,

e Bringing History to Life f
For more visitor information visit: www.VisitHampton.com
In partnership with Virginia Civil War Trails, www.civilwartrails.org

Johnson after receiving Presidential Medal of Freedom – Courtesy NASA

and active in church, community, and civic organizations. She is a life member of the NAACP and
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Johnson retired from NASA in 1986. She
has received several honorary doctorate degrees
and many honors. On November 24, 2015, President Barack Obama awarded her the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.

