Minutes of the Meeting
of the Municipal Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
of the Town of Thompson ’s Station, Tennessee
March 5, 2019
Call to Order:
The meeting of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board of the Town of Thompson's Station was called
to order at 6:00 p.m. on the March 5, 2019 at the Thompson’s Station Community Center with the
required quorum. Members and staff in attendance were: Chairman Jim VanVleet; Board Member
Larry Simmons; Board Member Ward Engle; Board Member Gia Card and Town Planner Wendy Deats.
Board Member Miriam Wiggins and Alderman Bell were unable to attend. Board Member David
Coleman arrived at 6:20 p.m.
New Business:
1. Approval of Minutes. The minutes of the March 5, 2019 meeting were presented.
After discussion, Commissioner Simmons moved to accept the minutes as presented. The motion
was seconded and carried by all present.
2. Preservation Park Improvements.
Mrs. Deats updated the Board on the under grounding of the electricity, the easement was signed by
the mayor and MTEMC will put us on the agenda for completing the electricity.
3. Update on Grants.
Mrs. Deats updated the Board on the ATP grant and we are waiting on a notice to proceed. We are
still waiting to hear on the other grant applications we have submitted. Mrs. Deats advised the
Board that the signs do need to be further discussed.
4. Mars Volunteer Event
Erica Saad spoke on behalf on Mars. They are working on a plan to do a “refresh” of the dog
sensory garden. The date for the volunteer day is May 10, 2019. Angel May with Mars will be
working on expanding the volunteer day to include the community in addition to Mars volunteers.
Mrs. Mays will be present at the April meeting to further discuss.
5. Christmas Tree Lighting Event
Band Director Dietrich would like to suggest that the Town include a Christmas parade with the tree
lighting ceremony. He has spoken with PTSO and they will be able to help out along with the high
school. He is proposed a route starting at Thompson Station Church through Thompson’s Station
town center. He would like help from the Parks Board to contact businesses for help and
coordination. Staff expressed concern about the use of Columbia Pike or the closing of Columbia
Pike. Staff also asked about the number of floats that would be involved in the parade. Mr. Dietrich
stated that the event could include however many floats we would want. Mrs. Deats expressed
concern over the staging and recommends that the TN Equine Hospital be contacted to discuss the
use of the facility for float staging. Mr. Simmons suggested a theme parade and Mrs. Card
suggested consideration of the Leipers Fork parade.
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6. Sip N Savor Event - Curtis Van Drunen presented information about Sip N Savor requesting
permission to use Sarah Benson Park for parking and to set up temporary lighting the day of the
event. They are hoping to secure some help from the Parks Board to locate 10 volunteers for
parking and serving.
7. Signs – Preservation Park
Mr. Van Vleet stated the meeting was cancelled and he will be reaching out to set up another
meeting for the location and content for the historical signs.
8. HB&TS Request for easement for MTEMC equipment
Mr. Puckett was unable to attend this evening.
After discussion, Board Member Coleman recommended deferral to the April meeting. The
motion was seconded and approved by all present.
9. Budget Report
Mrs. Deats reviewed the budget report.
10. Preservation Park
Mr. Van Vleet asked to have some discussion about a meeting with our maintenance team in order to
resolve some issues at Preservation Park. Mr. Puckett with HB&TS approached the Parks Board
previously requesting permission to use excess top soil in the park. Mr. Van Vleet is recommending
that Mr. Puckett use the excess topsoil to fill in an eroded ditch and some eroded areas behind the
proposed bathrooms. Mrs. Deats also stated that in speaking with the mayor a consistent look for the
eroded areas is the goal. No construction debris, rock or other unsuitable material should be
included in the eroded areas. Mr. Van Vleet and Mrs. Card will meet at Preservation Park to
determine the best location for mulch.
Board Member Simmons made a motion to approve the disposal of excess top soil on site at
Preservation Park in the eroded areas as noted along with the removal of some trees as marked by
the Parks Board which will be mulched and deposited at a location to be determined by the Parks
Board. The motion was seconded and approved by all.
Adjourn.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:07 p.m.

_______________________________
Jim Van Vleet, Chairman

